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BMW M5 or Acura NSX?
To	the	Editor:
Philip Richter’s insightful 

review of the 2002 BMW M5, 
on p. 70 of June’s Sports Car 
Market, spurred a great number 
of memories for me.

Early in 2000, I began to 
notice stories circulated in the 
automobile universe about an ex-
traordinary new car from BMW 
called the M5. It had picked up 
a nickname, “the Beast.” At 400 
hp and 398 ft-lb of torque, it was 
a rocketship. With scary 0–60 
mph times and a top speed of 180 
mph (with the limiter removed), 

it was the ultimate wolf in 
sheep’s clothing, as its outer skin 
was a generic-looking 4-door 
sedan.

I rushed to my local BMW 
dealer to place my order. Soon 
I’d “configured” a new M5, chose 
its color (Titanium Silver), inte-
rior (red leather), and a host of 
options. I went whole hog on the 
extras and recall the car pricing 
out around $80k, a staggering 
amount of money in 2000.

After I’d signed the papers 
and paid my deposit, I learned 
there was a 14-month wait for 
the car. I threatened to cancel 

the deal but learned this would 
only move me further down the 
list for one of these most-coveted 
icons.

Okay, okay, I finally agreed. 
“But what am I going to drive 
between now and then?” I piti-
fully wailed.

The new car manager intro-
duced me to his used-car expert 
Paul Kline, who put me together 
with Troy Chamberlain. Troy 
was a talented and experienced 
race-car driver currently pilot-
ing a BMW set up entirely for 
racing.

My question to him was: 

“What is the best-handling, most 
amazing street car you’ve ever 
driven?” He replied, “Easy ques-
tion. That would be an Acura 
NSX.”

As Troy described the re-
markable attributes of the NSX, 
I was soon hooked. Because 
the NSX was rather rare, they 
had none on the lot. But they’d 
find me a car at auction, which I 
would purchase from them, and 
they’d take it back in trade for 
my BMW M5 when it arrived, 
with zero markup, provided I 
kept the car in good condition.

A few weeks later, I was at 

Don’t get me 

wrong, the 
M5 was an 

awesomely 
wonderful 

car. It would hold 

four adults. It was 

blindingly fast. It 

was as solid as a 

tank. But the 
NSX siren songs 

began.
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my BMW dealership, looking 
at a freshly detailed 1995 red 
Acura NSX-T. It was gorgeous. 
I couldn’t believe it. And then I 
drove it. Sublime! It handled like 
my Lotus Elan, but it was much 
faster — and it had air condition-
ing, a working radio, cruise con-
trol, and more creature comforts. 
With the windows up, it was 
as quiet as, well, a Honda. Roll 
them down (electric windows, of 
course), and the exhaust note of 
the engine was symphonic.

Fourteen months flew by. I 
loved the NSX. My wife loved 
it. My daughter even learned 
how to drive a stick shift in the 
NSX, after failing to learn on our 
Toyota 4Runner.

Then BMW called to say my 
new M5 was in and ready to be 
picked up. At the dealership the 
next day, I spent an hour or so 
on paperwork, got briefed on the 
new car, which was very cool, 
and gave them the keys to the 
NSX.

Then I drove the new M5 
home. It was less than a dozen 
miles. The first drive in the M5 
was amazing, even though it was 
in its break-in period. I came into 
the kitchen, tossed the keys on 
the counter, and said to my wife, 
“I think I may have just made a 

big mistake.”
Don’t get me wrong, the M5 

was an awesomely wonderful 
car. It would hold four adults. 
It was blindingly fast. It was as 
solid as a tank.

But the NSX siren songs 
began. It occurred to me one 

nice January day in Arizona in 
2003 that Acura dealerships in 
the northern part of the country 
might have an unsold NSX. So I 
started calling, and sure enough, 
in Libertyville, Illinois, I found 
a dealership with a brand-new 
NSX. It was last year’s model 
(a 2002), so they were willing 
to deal. And it was yellow. My 
knees went weak.

Explaining I had a slightly 
used BMW M5 with just 9,000 
miles on it, I suggested that we 
should trade them even-up. It 
took several days of haggling, 
and ultimately, I needed to pay 
about $10k, but we agreed to 
trade cars.

I still have this 2002 NSX. 
It has over 40,000 very happy 
miles on it, and looks new and 
runs perfectly. My wife still 
loves driving it, although finds 
she is occasionally followed by 
young men driving Asian tuner 
cars.

As Mr. Richter so eloquently 
stated in his article, the BMW 
M5 was an iconic car. As he 
points out, on the one hand, it 
was the end of an era, given its 
manual transmission, an actual 
key to start the car, and a real 
dipstick. While not as rare as an 
NSX, almost 10,000 M5s were 
produced; it remains a truly won-
derful car to drive and a high-
water mark in modern BMW 
automotive history. Thank you, 
Mr. Richter, for bringing back 
so many memories. But would I 
trade an NSX for one? Not me. 
Never again! — Steve Larsen, 
long-term SCM subscriber, 
Phoenix, AZ ♦

Light-Hand Drive by Larry Trepel

“Next up is the Corvair from the Ralph Nader Museum, in perfect condition before Ralph decided  
to drive it to the auction.”
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Fourteen months flew by. I loved the NSX. My 
wife loved it. My daughter even learned how to 
drive a stick shift in the NSX, after failing to learn 
on our Toyota 4Runner. Then BMW called to say 
my new M5 was in and ready to be picked up.


