ha\nng to pack only one or two pairs ofsc::ks for a two-week
trip? Would they really work? Wouldn’t they reek after
extended, day-in, day-out boot confinement, without washing?
We set up a totally unscientific test to find out.

On a recent seven-day ride, I recruited three volunteers to
join me in wearing their favorite sock on one foot and the new
“coconut” sock on the other, washing neither sock for the full
seven days of our trip. We kept notes on sweat elimination, odor
resistance, comfort and general feel. To move the test beyond
pure anecdotal reports, we submitted the socks to nightly blind
“sniff tests,” to make sure we had no cheating. Sniffing the bou-
quet of someone else’s dirty socks is clearly beyond the call of
duty, so let no MCN subscriber doubt the lengths we go here in
service to our readers! Testers in this case made me swear not
to reveal their names and if I did, promised they would kill me.

Technically, what makes these socks work, according to the
manufacturer, is a fabric content of 48% Cocona, Cocona fiber
is a waste byproduct taken from discarded coconut shells,
infused with activated carbon and blended into a yarn which is
then used to make the socks. The socks also contain
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overwhelmed the plain cotton socks, they gave out after three
days on the odor tests. Aocmdmg to one pedantic, MIT-schooled
chemical engineer, it is quite likely that the small amount of
activated carbon blended with the yarn has a good deal to do with
pulling moisture away from the skin and into the fabric where
it can evaporate. The carbon also absorbs odor molecules and
traps those odors in the pores of the carbon. Washing the socks
and then drying them on high heat should, in theory, release the
odor and renew the carbon.

Summary

These socks worked as claimed, for us, at least for seven days.
They’re comfortable and seem to effectively fight odor. We
were also happy to see that the magic fiber is not some combi-
nation of complex chemicals, but natural and eco-friendly.

—Steve Larsen

Roadgear, Inc.—206 W Elgin Drive, Pueblo West, CO
81007; 800-854-4327; www.roadgear.com Price: $19.95;
Sizes: men 8-15 and women: 7-10. Color: Army Green.
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