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The handling of most motorcycles can be improved
by replacing the shocks and fork springs with after-
market varieties. Unfortunately, brand names like
Penske, Ohlins or Fox can also make a serious dent in
your wallet, and unless you frequent the race track,
top-shelf components may be unnecessary. Fortu-
nately, Hagon makes a variety of shocks/springs that
are both wallet-friendly and superior to worn out stock
components.

For a mere $390, Hagon shocks are adjustable for
preload and damping, fitted with springs to suit dif-
ferent bike/rider weights. Those who wish to add ride-
height adjustability can do so by paying an additional
$40. But, for the budget-conscious, Hagon sells a
shock with preload-only adjustment for $280. The

company rebuilds the shocks for a modest $134, making the pur-
chase good for the bike’s life. All shocks carry a two-year warranty.
We find the fit and finish excellent, and only the absence of a
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remote reservolr belies the fact that the Hagon is a dis-
#. tant cousin of the more expensive alternatives. They
gt also manufacture progressive-wound front fork
springs, starting at $56/pair—far cheaper than US-
made alternatives.

Combining new fork springs with their rear mono-
shock, we found our older, non-adjustable forked
M900 to have been transtormed from a stiff bump-
jumper to a remarkably plush ride. And now, after
almost a year of riding, the shock has lost none of its
damping, and continues to soak up all the bumps we
can throw at it. In fact, when ridden back to back, it’s
hard to tell the difference between the Hagon and a
Fox Twin-clicker that cost a friend $200 more.

With a complete suspension revamp for less than
$450, we marvel at how far the frugal British can

" stretch our dollar. —LT Snyder
Hagon Products—7 Roebuck Rd., Hainault Industrial Estate,
Hainault, Essex 1G6 3JH, UK; Phone: +44 (0)208 502 6222;
Fax: +44 (0)208 502 6274; www.hagon-shocks.co.uk
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